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narrow space ; but the author has succeeded so well in the con- 
struction of his periods, and the arrangement of his materials, that 
perspicuity is rarely sacrificed to brevity. The chain of narrative 
is skilfully preserved, and the author's reflections are frequently 
such, as make the facts more impressive, and lead the youthful 
mind to observe causes and consequences, which might other- 
wise have been overlooked. As a school book it may justly be 
recommended. 

What has been said of this volume will apply generally to the 
two other historical works, whose titles we have copied. They 
are each nearly of the same size as the one just noticed, and de- 
signed for the same object, that is, the use of classes in schools. 
The ' History of England ' is an original composition, but the 
' Grecian History ' is an abridgment from Dr Goldsmith. All 
these books are accompanied with very full and well digested 
tables of questions for the benefit of pupils, and also with keys to 
the same for the convenience of teachers. 

The ' Etymological Dictionary ' is a small volume, of which 
the title gives a very good account. Like the other books it is 
intended for schools and young persons. Etmology is a study of 
great utility in forming a knowledge of the structure and use of 
language ; and Mr Grimshaw has so arranged this work, by select- 
ing the roots of words and attaching to these the etymology and 
definitions, as to exhibit the subject in a condensed view, and at 
the same time afford every desirable facility for easy acquisition. 



7. — 1. Atlantis. Journal des Neuesten und Wissenswiirdigsten aus 
dent Gebiete der Politih, Geschichte, Geographie, Statistik, 
Culturgeschichte und Literatur der nord und siidamerika- 
nischen Reiche, mit Einschluss des westindischen Archipe- 
lagus. — Herausgegeben von Eduard Florens Rivinus, in 
Philadelphia. Leipzig, 1826. J. C. Hinrichssche Buch- 
handlung. Nos. I. & II. pp. 208 &, 192. 

Atlantis. Journal of the latest and most interesting Facts 
relating to the Politics, History, Geography, Statistics, 
General Improvement, and Literature of North and South 
America, including the West Indies. Edited by Edward 
Florens Rivinus, Philadelphia. Published by J. C. Hein- 
rich. Leipzig. 1826. 

2. La Revue Americaine ; Journal Mensuel. 8vo. pp. 159. 
No. I. Paris. 

We are very glad, on several accounts, to see the establishment 
of works of this kind, which appear, as far as we have yet had 
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opportunity to examine them, to be edited with talent and a real 
desire of usefulness. The want of correct information in Europe, 
with regard to the progress of events and the actual state of 
affairs in America, has been productive of many evils, which can 
be removed by no other means perhaps so well, as by periodical 
accounts of what is taking place among us. In the first place, 
we have the presumption to believe, in common, we suppose, 
with the majority of our countrymen, that the nations of the con- 
tinent might learn something beneficial to themselves, from the 
study of our political institutions, and of the history of their 
establishment. They might learn, if they could give attention to 
the subject, that the excesses and horrors of the French revolu- 
tion are by no means chargeable upon the principles or the ex- 
ample of America ; that republicanism does no't mean anarchy, 
nor the want of a court imply the absence of government. Rulers 
might learn, that they would but advance their own interests, by 
consulting those of their people ; and subjects might be convinced, 
that some authority must be established over them, and that 
something of their natural rights must be exchanged for the ad- 
vantages of society. 

We believe it would occasion some surprise to many a Euro- 
pean admirer of liberty, even among those who esteem themselves 
well informed, to be told, that there is any limit at all, in this 
country, to our liberty of action, any restraint whatever imposed 
by law. To many it would be , strange news that we pay any 
taxes, support any poor,- or have any prisons. This ignorance is 
by no means without its consequences. The tendency ascribed 
to liberal opinions is used as a reason for binding still closer the 
fetters of despotism, and many a disappointed emigrant has be- 
wailed the false hopes, which induced him' to abandon the home 
of his fathers. We know of no better mode of dissipating these 
delusions, than the dissemination of correct information, by means 
of such periodical publications as the Atlantis, and the Revue 
Americaine, the one published in Leipzig, and the other in Paris. 
The design of these works, and the mode of effecting this design, 
are almost precisely the same. A selection from the most inter- 
esting public documents, and a brief account of events possessing 
a general or important influence either in our own republic or 
the more youthful ones of South America, is given in each, and 
with so much fairness and correctness, as to be highly honorable 
to the conductors of both. 

We think, however, that the German Review, if we may so 
call it, has the advantage in having an editor in this country, 
who can judge for himself of the relative importance of occurren- 
ces, and discern the real from the apparent causes and conse- 
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quences of events, with more accuracy than any one at a distan- 
tance can be supposed to do. He is also freed from the influence 
of the European style of thinking, upon political subjects, which, 
however correct it may be in what concerns themselves and their 
own mutual relations, is very often erroneous when applied to 
America. There is a certain set of political opinions, which, 
in Europe, have come to be considered established by experience as 
axioms, but to which the experience of this country offers little 
or nothing analogous ; those who are surrounded by one school 
can hardly appreciate with fairness the lessons of the other. 

We have referred to the advantages to be derived by Europe, 
from a better knowledge of the character of our institutions ; but 
the benefit of this knowledge will by no means be confined to 
that side of the Atlantic. It will produce very favorable effects 
upon ourselves to be aware, that our acts are observed, and our 
character understood abroad. We may cease to be so captiously 
tenacious of our rank as a nation, and so boastful of the progress 
we have made, when we find others not unwilling to allow them. 
And the consciousness that all our proceedings are vigilantly 
watched, may render us more careful of our reputation and more 
attentive to the consequences of our national conduct, than we have 
hitherto been. Thus far we have regarded the point merely, or 
principally, in its bearing upon ourselves ; but now that our re- 
lations are extended, and that the knowledge of us is to be spread 
abroad by works like those we have noticed, it will become us 
to take care of our European reputation, and to look with wide 
circumspection upon the consequences of all we do or omit. With 
these views, we cannot but wish well to every effort of the kind, 
and we believe the period has now arrived when works like the 
Atlantis and the Revue Americaine will meet with deserved ap- 
probation and success. Both of these Journals are sent out in a 
handsome style. The Revue Americaine, in particular, is more 
neatly executed than any other from France, which we have 
seen. Every American will hope for the prosperity of these 
enterprises. 



8. — 1. The Atlantic Souvenir ; a Christmas and New Year's 
Offering. Philadelphia. 1827. Carey & J^ea. pp. 360. 
2. The Memorial; a Christmas and New Year's Offering. 
Boston. True & Green, pp.268. 

The publishers of the Atlantic Souvenir deserve great praise, 
for having been the first to prepare, from native materials only, a 



